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dizing friendly societies, the British government has attempted
to encourage individuals to join them.
The oldest device—a somewhat two-edged one—was that
of Pitt who in 1793 empowered them to protect their funds
in the courts as quasi-corporate bodies, on condition that they
registered their rules with the justices of the peace. In the
terror of 1819 this privilege was whittled down by permitting
the justices to certify only those societies whose rules they
considered beneficial. But ever since 1829 it has been extended
to all whose rules are certified as lawful by an official central
register, office with a barrister as chief registrar—a tribunal
made famous by two mid-Victorian occupants, J. Tidd Pratt
and J. M. Ludlow.
Another well-tried device also goes back to Pitt. He it was
who began the process of mitigating the poor-law on behalf
of friendly-society members. The most that he could then do
was to mitigate the law of settlement in their favour, by
making them irremovable from any parish until they became
chargeable: the mobility of labour was then in the air. One
hundred years later, guardians were obliged to disregard the
first few shillings of benefit: the humanizing of relief, so as
to make it available before destitution-point was reached,
was now the order of the day.
But all these have been eclipsed by the device of utilizing
friendly societies as approved societies under the national
health and contributory pensions insurance acts. The experi-
ence indeed of the largest of them proved invaluable in fram-
ing the actuarial basis of the national insurance act of 1911.
These fraternal orders, however, lost much of their uniqueness
when burial societies and industrial insurance companies were
also permitted to become approved societies. They undoubt-
edly gained in stability through their association with compul-
sory health insurance. And they have been equally threatened
with instability by the withdrawal of this prop in 1946, at the
very moment when a more adequate sickness benefit under the
compulsory scheme seemed likely to encourage their members
to call in the doctor more frequently then ever before.

